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Dear Friends

We arrived in England on the eve of an election. Most of the folk we talk to seem unhappy with all the parties
and most of the politicians. Who to vote for? They all seem a bad lot! God’s ways, however, are not our ways.
How amazing and humbling that God has chosen unclean rebellious sinners, like you and like us, to become his
children! And He has given us a glorious work to do: “You are a chosen people … a people belonging to God,
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (1Pet. 2:9
NIV). Thank you so much for your prayers for us as we seek to declare His praises in Mandritsara.

DR ADRIEN
On 5 January, Adrien collapsed with a heart attack while doing a hysterectomy.
David finished off the operation while Adrien sat and rested. We thought at first
his collapse was connected to his diabetes, and it was only when he went to
Antananarivo a few days later that tests showed it was actually a heart attack. He
went to Mauritius for special Xrays of his heart. The surgeon found that although
the heart had been damaged, there were no blocked vessels needing “stents”. He
returned to Mandritsara at the end of February and has been gradually getting
back to work. He has always been a very active man, but this has slowed him up
quite markedly and we were unsure whether we would be able to come over to
England as planned. In the end, we have arranged the programme so that he does

not do any of the extra things that he would normally do (first doctor on call at night, relief night driver, Sunday
school teacher etc) – but “only” does all the surgical work. Please pray for him particularly while we are away,
and for Dr Jeannine who is the only anaesthetist in case the patient needs a “general anaesthetic”. We are
hoping that a surgeon from Congo might come to help – but he has passport renewal problems. There is also a
young Christian Malagasy doctor who has been in Ethiopia starting to train in surgery, who has had to return to
Madagascar because of visa problems – and we hope that he might come and join the team shortly too.

MAT AND KATY LINLEY
In 1993 when we first arrived in Mandritsara there was a small (12
members) Baptist church in the town and virtually no work at all in
the surrounding area (the Mandritsara district is like Kent plus East
Sussex in area). Now there is a large Baptist church in Mandritsara
and 56 villages have small groups of believers. The great challenge is
to train leaders for all these groups. Mat and Katy have now been in
Madagascar for almost a year and a half. Their Malagasy language is
coming on very well, and Mat has given himself to the task of training
leaders for the churches. This has meant a lot of planning and
preparatory work for him with Pastor Julien of the Mandritsara Baptist

church and Mr Radesana, our hospital evangelist who are the joint leaders. Both are native to Mandritsara and
speak the local dialect. There are two new training courses planned.
One is at a higher level and will consist of two periods (4 weeks)
each year of residential Bible school in Mandritsara. The other,
“Theological Education by Extension”, for those with a lower level
of education/literacy, has home study courses and then a group
meeting each fortnight. Studies at each level will take several years
to complete. We are very excited at how all this is developing and
value your prayers, especially for Mat, Julien and Radesana. Katy
is working part time in the hospital and being a great help.
                                                                                                                    Village Church Leaders in Training



ECOLE BONNE NOUVELLE (The Good News School)
There was great excitement
when the children in the
Primary and lower Secondary
classes moved into their new
accommodation in “Maison
Tsiranana” – the big house
where we and our missionary
colleagues lived when we
first arrived in Mandritsara.
A service of thanksgiving to
God for the “new” building.      

.      The service of thanksgiving            was held in the church and                                 TSARA!
many non-Christian parents and town officials were there. David
spoke on what makes a “GOOD” school. The word for good in
Malagasy is TSARA (as in Mandritsara which means to sleep well!)
and David used the 5 letters to highlight what was needed for a good
school – a good building, good teachers, good pupils, good parents –
and the last letter, A, is for Andriamanitra – God.  “Unless the Lord
builds the house, its builders labour in vain” Psalm 127:1.

The school is a huge opportunity and responsibility that the Lord has
given us to bring the Good News of Jesus to many children and their
parents. Please pray especially for Gisele, Adrien’s wife, who is the

    This used to be Rachel’s room!         “Directrice”.

NEW MISSIONARIES
We praise the Lord for a number of couples and families that have sensed the Lord calling them to Mandritsara.

Hartmut and Charlotte Gimpel  arrived from Germany last week and plan to
stay until September. They are currently living in our house while we are away.
Charlotte did her medical training in Cambridge and has now completed
specialist paediatric training in Germany. Hartmut is an engineer, and is wearing
a number of “hats” in Mandritsara. Firstly he is working on all the computers –
to set up anti-virus protection and much more. Then he will be teaching maths
to some of the secondary classes at Ecole Bonne Nouvelle – their first overseas
teacher! Please pray as they settle in to the work – and for their future.

Peter and Claire-Lise Judkins, Keziah and Naomi from England arrived in
Antananarivo today. They will be spending two weeks there – to find their way

around, meet some of the leaders of the Baptist
Association, do essential shopping etc – before flying up to
Mandritsara with MAF on May 22nd. They are coming
long-term, Peter as a nurse and Claire-Lise a midwife,
though as you will see her family responsibilities will take
priority! Please pray for their adaptation – particularly the
children – and for the first six months during which time they will be giving themselves
full-time to language learning with Bako.

CONSTRUCTION
Two more families are due to join us in 2011, so it has become clear that we
need to build some more houses! The building company that we used 4 or 5
years ago are currently preparing an estimate for 2 family houses and a duplex.
We have also asked them to estimate the cost of erecting the second building
planned for the nursing training school. In the meantime our maintenance team
have started on the construction of a building for our wood-working
equipment. We have to make all our own doors and windows etc.



COMMUNITY HEALTH WORK
As we have mentioned previously, TEAR Fund UK have now completely
cut off their support, so we had planned a very reduced Community Health
programme for this year. Even for that we were wondering if we would
have enough funds. However in a wonderful way the Lord has touched the
hearts of His people and we are able to go ahead with the programme this
year – including the Helimission visits. The helicopter spent last week in
Mandritsara and the team were able to visit 15 remote villages – 5 of them
new to us – to vaccinate the children and bring the Good News of Jesus.
                                                                                                                                          Where there is no helicopter!
THE REST OF THE TEAM
We are taking the opportunity afforded by being on broadband of including a few pictures to help you know
some of those about whom we often write.

Robert & Christine Blondeel           Debbie Simpso n             Hilde Vlaminckx                     J ane and Dr Francis
         from Belgium.                       from N Ireland               from Belgium                Jane prepares the Sunday
Robert – head of Maintenance    head of the hospital       nurse in charge             School lessons and Francis
Christine – care of visitors                laboratory                    of the ward                   leads the Sunday School
  and short-term workers

OUR PROGRAMME
16 May Sunday am and pm at Saltisford Evangelical Church, Warwick
19 May Wednesday 7.45 pm Oadby Evangelical Free Church, Leicester
23 May Sunday pm Woodley Baptist Church, Reading
25 May Tuesday pm Freemantle Evangelical Church, Southampton
29 May Saturday Mandritsara Prayer Day at Trinity Road Chapel, London SW17 7HW
             Buffet lunch at 1 pm. Prayer and information 2.15 pm to 5.15 pm
30 May Sunday 10.30 am Hayes Lane Baptist Church, Bromley
                            6.30 pm Chessington Evangelical Church
13 June Sunday after evening service at Carey Baptist Church, Reading
18 June Friday return to Madagascar
We do hope to see many of you – especially on May 29. If you are able to come it would help if you could let
us know – for catering purposes. But if at the last minute you can come and haven’t let us know – do not worry
– we are sure there will be enough food!

FAMILY NEWS
We hope you like the picture of Henry Peter Mann, son of Reuben and Hannah, at
the top of the letter together with his aged, but very proud, grandparents! The main
reason for our visit at this time is for the wedding of Rachel to Kip Chelashaw at
Oak Hill College, Southgate, on 12 June. We are looking forward to it very much,
though David is slightly anxious about the speeches he has to deliver! Kip and
Rachel will be living near Stoke on Trent, where Kip will be an assistant at St
James Church, Audley.

        Kip and Rachel

Thank you so much for your continuing prayers and support,  With our love,  David and Jane

To receive weekly news by email please contact us or look at the website: www.mandritsara.org.uk
Gifts for the project - please send to:
Bryan Lumb, “The Potter’s House”, 7 Hythe Road, WORTHING, W Sussex, BN11 5DA Tel. 01903 602727
Please make out cheques to “Friends of Mandritsara Trust” (F.O.M.T.) Gift Aid forms are available.


